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Department of Justice § 51.2

Subpart E—Processing of Submissions

51.33 Notice to registrants concerning sub-
missions. 

51.34 Expedited consideration. 
51.35 Disposition of inappropriate submis-

sions. 
51.36 Release of information concerning 

submissions. 
51.37 Obtaining information from the sub-

mitting authority. 
51.38 Obtaining information from others. 
51.39 Supplementary submissions. 
51.40 Failure to complete submissions. 
51.41 Notification of decision not to object. 
51.42 Failure of the Attorney General to re-

spond. 
51.43 Reexamination of decision not to ob-

ject. 
51.44 Notification of decision to object. 
51.45 Request for reconsideration. 
51.46 Reconsideration of objection at the in-

stance of the Attorney General. 
51.47 Conference. 
51.48 Decision after reconsideration. 
51.49 Absence of judicial review. 
51.50 Records concerning submissions.

Subpart F—Determinations by the Attorney 
General

51.51 Purpose of the subpart. 
51.52 Basic standard. 
51.53 Information considered. 
51.54 Discriminatory effect. 
51.55 Consistency with constitutional and 

statutory requirements. 
51.56 Guidance from the courts. 
51.57 Relevant factors. 
51.58 Representation. 
51.59 Redistrictings. 
51.60 Changes in electoral systems. 
51.61 Annexations.

Subpart G—Sanctions

51.62 Enforcement by the Attorney General. 
51.63 Enforcement by private parties. 
51.64 Bar to termination of coverage (bail-

out).

Subpart H—Petition To Change Procedures

51.65 Who may petition. 
51.66 Form of petition. 
51.67 Disposition of petition.

APPENDIX TO PART 51—JURISDICTIONS COV-
ERED UNDER SECTION 4(b) OF THE VOTING 
RIGHTS ACT, AS AMENDED

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 
and 42 U.S.C. 1973c.

SOURCE: 52 FR 490, Jan. 6, 1987, unless oth-
erwise noted.

Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 51.1 Purpose. 

(a) Section 5 of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 1973c, 
prohibits the enforcement in any juris-
diction covered by section 4(b) of the 
Act, 42 U.S.C. 1973b(b), of any voting 
qualification or prerequisite to voting, 
or standard, practice, or procedure 
with respect to voting different from 
that in force or effect on the date used 
to determine coverage, until either: 

(1) A declaratory judgment is ob-
tained from the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia that such 
qualification, prerequisite, standard, 
practice, or procedure does not have 
the purpose and will not have the effect 
of denying or abridging the right to 
vote on account of race, color, or mem-
bership in a language minority group, 
or 

(2) It has been submitted to the At-
torney General and the Attorney Gen-
eral has interposed no objection within 
a 60-day period following submission. 

(b) In order to make clear the respon-
sibilities of the Attorney General 
under section 5 and the interpretation 
of the Attorney General of the respon-
sibility imposed on others under this 
section, the procedures in this part 
have been established to govern the ad-
ministration of section 5.

§ 51.2 Definitions. 

As used in this part— 
Act means the Voting Rights Act of 

1965, 79 Stat. 437, as amended by the 
Civil Rights Act of 1968, 82 Stat. 73, the 
Voting Rights Act Amendments of 1970, 
84 Stat. 314, the District of Columbia 
Delegate Act, 84 Stat. 853, the Voting 
Rights Act Amendments of 1975, 89 
Stat. 400, and the Voting Rights Act 
Amendments of 1982, 96 Stat. 131, 42 
U.S.C. 1973 et seq. Section numbers, 
such as ‘‘section 14(c)(3),’’ refer to sec-
tions of the Act. 

Attorney General means the Attorney 
General of the United States or the del-
egate of the Attorney General. 

Change affecting voting means any 
voting qualification, prerequisite to 
voting, or standard, practice, or proce-
dure with respect to voting different 
from that in force or effect on the date 
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